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enemies at Court were still actively working for his
complete elimination from public life. Weng Tung-
ho, the Imperial Tutor, an honest, patriotic official,
had come round to his side; but the Emperor
received him almost brutally on his return from
Japan, compelling the aged Viceroy to approach the
throne on his knees. It was chiefly to remove him
from farther risk of dangerous conspiracies that the
Russian Minister suggested, and the Empress Dowager
approved, the plan of sending him as Special Envoy
to attend the coronation of Tzar Nicholas II. at
Moscow. The Tsung-li Yamen had originally
designated Wang Chih-ch'un for this mission, an
official of comparatively low rank, whose only qualifi-
cation lay in the fact that he had been sent to Russia
in 1894 to convey the Chinese Government's con-
dolence upon the death of Alexander III. But Count
Cassini had little difficulty in persuading the Tsung-li
Yamen that if the Government could not persuade
an Imperial Prince to go to Moscow, the preserva-
tion of "face35 required at least a man of Viceregal
rank; and who more suitable than Li ? So the
yellow jacket and the peacock's feather and the
purple rein reappeared amongst the great man's
insignia; four Customs Commissioners (English,
French, German, and American) were told off to guide
his Excellency's feet in their respective countries;
a great farewell banquet was given in his honour
by the Municipal Council at Tientsin, and on
March 28th, 1896, Li Hung-chang, with a large suite
and a magnificent coffin, set out to see for himself
the world of the outer barbarians. With the same
keen zest and physical vitality which distinguished
Tzfi Hsi, he cast from him his heavy burden of care,